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I. Background 


1. In 2014, the Russian Federation launched an initiative to strengthen the Biological 
Weapons Convention (BWC). A survey of States Parties was conducted confirming a strong 
interest in this matter and preparedness to become engaged. 


2. After conducting the survey and holding additional open-ended discussion and 
consultations in 2014-2015, the Russian Federation with its co-sponsors, Armenia, Belarus 
and China, introduced a revised draft decision.' The proposals contained therein are based 
upon a realistic evaluation of the situation in the BWC such as the continuing lack of 
agreement on the issue of verification. Nonetheless, the draft decision eavisaged negotiations 
on a broad-based and balanced package of measures to improve implementation of almost all 
provisions of the Convention, Relevant consultations and discussions were held during the 
intersessional programme of work in 2017-2020. 


3. Following a transparent and inclusive exchange of views and bearing in mind the 
widely recognised need to strengthen the BWC, we would like to reiterate of ideas on 
establishing an international institutional mechanism under the BWC, mobile biomedical 
units, to implement the three elements of our initiative: 


(a) advancement of intemational co-operation for prevention of infectious 
pursuant to Article X; 


(b) provision of assistance and delivery of protection against biological weapons 
pursuant to Article VII; 


(c) invest 


igation of alleged use of biological weapons pursuant to Article VI. 


4, Inthe proposed concept these elements are taken together since by implementing them 
in combination useful synergies may be achieved and limited resources utilised efficiently 

The concept benefited greatly from applying lessons learned from the many decades of 
conducting anti-epidemic programmes in the Russian Federation and injecting relevant 
international input. 
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